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Tamakin

suuntaa
kaistalla Kkii
maisemana. Mina
seison sen
maiseman keskella,
jossain
moottoriteiden melun
seassa, ja «ijoitan.



Viimeisen kahden vuoden aikana olen viettanyt
autoihin ja autoiluun liittyvien halujen parissa aikaa
intensiivisesti. Tarkastelen autoa tekno-

seksuaalisuuden ja teknoruumiillisuuden synty-

. ) . paikkana.
Naen itseni ajamassa
moottoritiella, kiihdyttaen, kun
radiosta soi Bon Jovin It's My Life.
Kertosakeen aikana laitan radion
kovemmalle ja laulan mukana,
ELAN TAYSIA. Maisemat vaihtuen
ajattelen etta tassa se nyt on, my
life. Neljan minuutin paasta biisi
on ohi, ja jaljella on piinaava tunne
siita, etta yha elama jatkuu, mutta ei
samassa rytmissa. Miten en
vielakaan saanut biisista ja
hetkesta irti kaikkea sen
potentiaalia? Auto antaa, mutta ei

ikina tarpeeksi.

Tarkastelen tassa tekstissa
Sukipuolen ja autoilun yhteyksia:
mietin autoilun r .2z micrg
valkutuksia seka fa‘sessam etta
laajemmassa sosiaalisessa
mittakaavassa. Miten aktiivisesti
elaessaan autoillut i:2:1 on

vaikuttanut omaan kasn‘ykseem
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oma lrancmaskuliininen Jentftoetl
on Suhteessa autozluun? Myos ie27
tappanut sairaus on osittain lasné:
han kuoli keuhkosyopééan, hén
hengitti koko elamansa ajan
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uamukset ymparistomyrkkyjeqn

N iwutuksista elididen seisyuolees>
oi nivoa keskusteluun auton ja
sukupuolen suhteesta. Seuraan
sukupuolentutkimuksen professorin
Eva Haywardin ja eveluutiohiologin
Malin pp-Kingin (2019) sekd
Uransfepjpistisen Wikilan Wibke
Straupgy (sorthcoming) viiteittamaa
liets j; paadyn itsekin kysymaan:
miksi ympzristomyrkkyien
Mahdollisesti queerivitavaly,

alkutukset pspdaan
kammotta\lamnina kuin Niiden

Kuolettavat ooy ogygkset? Miksi
ideaalit “nuh?;::::ﬂ ja teknologisesti
koskemattomgagya puumiista VhQ,
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JOS AUTO - PETROKEMIALLISIA
MYRKKYJA LAVITSEEN PUSKEVA
TEKNOLOGINEN RIS — ON
OMAN RUUMIINMSUKUPUOLISEEN
ITYKSEENSAIKUT 4

"HNEET MINUSTA TRANSSUKUP
JOLISEN, NIIN MINA OLEN ITSE
~KNO-LOOPIN

RUUMIILLISTUMA




Tama ei ole petronostalgiaa. Tama teksti on
pgeudelictee|linen |a taiteellinen eleeni saasteiden
tayttimassi maailmassa. Vaikka koenkin nostalgiaa
tata aikaa ja menneita vuosikymmenia kohtaan kun
ajattelen tulevien huomisten maailmaa, missa
ihmisen suhde autoihin on vaistamatta jotain muuta
mita se oli nuoruudessani 90-luvulla,
tai mita se on viela tanaankin, nostalgia et ole
taman tyon polttoaine.

Polttoaineena on todellinen himo teknologiaa
kohtaan, todellinen suhteeni edesmenneeseen isaani
Ja hanen autoihinsa, joissa sain kokea kaikista
aheisimmat hetkeni hanen kanssaan, seka todellinen
suhteeni omaan telknoavusteisesti
muutettuun transmaskuliiniseen ruumiiseeni.
Yritan ajatella kohti maailmoja, joissa suhde autoihin
on erilainen kuin nyt, ja joissa suhde teknologiaan on
jotain muuta kuin kiihdyttava Ja patriarkaalinen,
Ja joissa suhde saasteisiin on kompleksinen - ei

nuhtauteen, imaginaariseen neutraaliuteen ja
(uonnollisuuteen haikaileva,




KA TERSTSSA TOSTUNAST

OANAA MASKULINSUUS VITATEN KOLVEEN ERLA
ASHULINSUDENKASTEESEEN

HEGEMONINEN MASKULHNISUUSI

[lmevee erilaisissa muodoissa, kuten m:soquwaha valkoisena ylivaltana,

ableismina, yksilou maskuliinisuuden Ja Feminiinisyyden erotteluna
foisistaan, haﬁerowormaﬁnwmuf‘eha seka voiman Ja rafionaalisuuden

arvostamisena. .eq-emomu.eh maskuliinisuus on psykologisesti,
historiallisesti, materiaalisesti ja psykosomaattisen monikerroksisesti

tuoteftua,
Hegemouisen maskuliinisuuden alakateqgoria: PETQOMASKUL”NJSUUS

Korostaa fossitlisten poltfoaineiden historiallista roolia valkoisen
patriarkaalisen Jarjestuksen fukemisessa, Kieltda ilmastonmuutoksen
seki thavunot autoilua Ja Saasful‘f'ahmsf'a Téta wykyisen kaltaista
petromaskulitnisuuden mallia @i olist ilman Foss::frkaptf'ahjh«m
Binddrinen sukupuolijdr)estelma kokonaisuutena nojaa
Fossiilikapitalistiseen fuotantoou ja tekuologiaan. (Daggett 2018.)

TRANSMASKULIINISUUS

Viitttaan talla yksinomaan syntymassa naisikst maarifelfyjen
transthmisten kokemaan ja performoimaan maskulitnisuuteen,
Transmaskulitnisuuskin voi offaa muss hegemonisen maskulitnisuuden
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AUTOILULLA ON NOPEA, KONSUMERISTISEEN YHTEISKUNTAAN SOPIVA,
LOOPPAAVASTT PETROSEKSUAALISTA HIMOA YLLAPITAVA JA TANKKAAVA
RYTMI.

AUTOILU ITSESSAAN ON SYNNYTTANYT TIETYNLAISIA PETRO-

SEKSUAALISIA YKSILOITA, JoimiN AUTOILU VAIKUTTAA

SUORAAN JOKO HARRASTUKSEN JA HIMON KOHTEENA, TAI VAHINTAAN
HALUN MAHDOLLISUUKSIEN KUVITTELUN ALUSTANA.
PETROSEKSUAALISUUDELLA TARKOITAN TAITEILIJA MADELEINE
ANDERSSONIN  (2022)  TAITEELLIS—TEORETISOINNIN MUKAISESTI
LAAJASTI AJATELTUNA SEKSUAALISUUTTA, JOKA ON MAARITTYNYT,
MUOTOUTUNUT JA JOTA YLLAPIDETAAN FOSSIILISTEN POLTTOAINEIDEN
SYNNYTTAMAN KULTTUURIN MYOTA.

AUTOIHIN LIITTYVA JA AUTOJEN SYNNYTTAMA HALU RAKENTUU SEKA
AUTON YMPARILLA ETTA SUORASSA SUHTEESSA AUTOON. AUTOILUN
AKTIT RUOKKIVAT HALUA: KITHDYTTAMINEN, VAUHTI, TANKKAUKSESSA
TAPAHTUVA PENETRAATIO, JOSSA TANKKAUSSUPPILON PUTKI TUNGETAAN

SYVALLE TAYTTOPUTKEEN, TAI TAUSTA— JA SIVUPEILIEN KAUTTA
TAPAHTUVA VOYERISTINEN VILKUILU. AUTON ERILAISTEN
ULOKKETIDEN KOSKETTELU TUOTTAA HAPTISTA NAUTINTOA -
KASTJARRU, VAIHDEKEPPI, RATTI, SILEAT LAMINAATTI—IKKUNAT.
HIMO AUTOIHIN ON LATAUTUNUT ERI TAVOIN — OSITTAIN SE ON
SUORAN SEKSUAALISTA JA OSITTAIN PIILEVAN LIBIDINAALISTA.
HALU KOHDISTUU AUTOQON SEKA SEKSIOBJEKTINA ETTA KOKEMUKSIEN
MAHDOLLISTAJANA. AUTO LU0 AJAJALLEEN TOIMIJUUDEN KOKEMUSTA,
JOKA PUOLESTAAN VAHVISTAA ITSETUNTOA. ITSETUNNON KASVU
PUOLESTAAN VOI VAIKUTTAA SEKSUAALISEEN HALUUN JA

SEKSUAALISEEN KYVYKKYYDEN TUNTEESEEN ; AUTO ON

SEKSITIHKUTTAJA AJAJALLEEN.
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Autot ovat arkkitehtooninen osa yhteiskuat2a, ne ovat seka sisatiloja ettd ulkotiloja,
jotka luovat trrallista elamis- ja oletlukapseleita, mutta my0s rakentavat kaupunkitilaa
joko likketlldén tar pysékoitynd.

ranl B. Preciado kirjoittaa Pornotopia -kirjassaan (2014), ettd jos haluaa muuttaa
miestd tulee muuttaa hénen kotiaan, ja jos haluaa muokata sukupuolta, tulee muokata
ruumiin arkkitehtoonista ympéristod. Autot “muuttavat micsta” - muuttavat ruumista
kumn ruumista teknologisekst, kyborgisekst, hurjakst (mutta hullityks1), osaavaksi,
sulavaliikkeiseks1, petro- Ja tekncmaskulimiseksi.

Auto on myds pornografinen ja seksuaalinen tila. Ajattelen, ettd autotluun littyva
seks1 erottuu muusta seksista auton historiallisen ja sukupuolitetun koodauksen seki

sen kyborgisen luonteen takia, Auton omistajuudessa on proteesimaisia ulottuvuuksia:

ke, kenen autossa pannaan osallstuu seksiakiin vaikka ef oliskaan fyysisest lisni;
hénen ruumins? 12tke on osallinen seksissa.
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*Ajattelen auton
maskulinisoivan vaikutuksen |

yltavan koskemaan kaikkia: ei
pelkastaan miehia tai
maskuliinisiksi identifioituvia
Ihmisia, vaan myos naisia,
femmeja, ja feminiinisiksi
identifioituvia, ilman etta auton
maskulinisoiva voima kumoaisi

tata femmumsyytta
Pikemminkin ajatte
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Binaarisessa kulttuurissa
sukupuoli ja seksuaalisuus
ovat kietoutuneet autojen
valmistusprosesseihin tiiviisti;
sukupuolien performointi on
yhteydessa oljykauppaan ja
kapitalistiseen tuotantoon.

Ajattelen autoa symbolina ruumiings
muokkaukselle; symbolina sukupuolen
rakentumiselle. Auto on lisé rajalliselle
ruumiille, Samalla tavalla ajattelen
fransitiog seka muiden body
modifikaatioiden (kehoa muokkaavien
foimenpiteiden), olevan lisd tai edit
_rajalliselle ruumiille tai rajalliselle
biologialle. Hormonikervausnoiaot ja
kirurginen fransitio — feknologisesti
fuotettu, editoitu, muokattu, kehitetty ja
suunniteltu ruumiini ja sukupuoleni -
tuottaa minulle samankalte’sen
kykenevaisyyden tunteen kuin - rtciin
ajariinen.
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Kello 13:32. Ma seison peilin edessd kylpyhuoneessa avattu
kauhuissani ja ihaillen. Ehké ldhinnd kuitenkin kauhuissani.

M sanoo, et se on ehkd kahdeskymmenesosa tuubin sisdllOsta. Se
implantaatti mun ihon alla joskus oli. Mun kdsi on hormonien

jannitd se, et uskallanko lopettaa geelin kdytOn niin halutessani,
vaan pikemminkin se, et mun kehossa on jotavin vutta ainetta.
Mietin kaupungin kaduilla kdvelemistd, mietin Los Angelesin pdalld
lei joilevaa saastepilved, jonka ndin Getty-museon kukkuloilta
selkednd aurinkoisena pdivana. Pilvi oli kuin vuoristo. Mietin
saasteiden hengittdmistd, ruumiin avautumista paikassa kuin
paikassa. Mietin, et +dd ei oo siitd eroava prosessi, ei sen
kummallisempi tai pelottavampi.

miten se imeytyy mun ihohuokosten Idpi ja hivuttautuu
verenkiertoon,

Miten paljon mulla on punasoluja? Tdytyy hoitaa verikokeet.
Mietin, entd jos mun psyyke ja mielenterveys tarvitseekin juuri
tdt+d? Miltd se tuntuisi olla testoilla koko ikd? Miltd md

Mikd projekti tdd on? Taidetta vai eldmdd, ruumiinkuvan
eheyttdmistd, itseksi tulemista, sekoilua? Palautan itseni
. I . . I . . e , .’ !" i" I i" o'ﬁ.




HORMONIKORVAUSHOITQ' ON/ OLLUT MINULLE SEKA
ELINTARKEA ASTA, ETWA MYOS KOKETLUIJA TESTI. OMA
SUHDE RUUMITSEENI( @i\ ATNA GULUT UTELIAS SILLA
TAVALLA, ETTA OLEN| HALUNNUT MUUTTAA JA, MUOKATA
RUUMISTANI. OSITTAIN TUON/ HALUN/ TAUSTALLA VOI
AJATELLA OLEVAN| DYSEQRIAA TAT DYSMORFIAA, MUTTA
ON' STINA MUUTAKIN: HALY TULLA ERILAISEKSI, HALU
EDITOIDA JA TESTAILLA RUUMIIN/ POTENTIAALIA ON
MINULLE KITHOTTAVAA JA INNOSTAVAA -
SS B 4 LU A I S E N A A N

MUISTAN, KUN, NAIM, ENSIMMAISTA KERTAA MARILYN.
MANSONIN, THE DOPE SHOW, -MUSIIKKIVIDEON, VUONNA
1998, ELI OLLESSMMI 8-VUOTIAS. HAKELLYIN, PELON
JA  INNOSTUKSEN, SEKAISIN, TUNTEIN, MANSONIN.
VIDEOSSA ESITTAMAM HAHMON RUUMIIN MUOKKAUKSISTA
NIIN KOVAA, ETTEN TAHANKAAN PAIVAAN MENNESSA OLE
UNOHTANUT, TUOTA. TUNNETTA. MYOHEMMIN, INNOSTUSTA
LISASIVAT ~ TIETENKIN, STELARCIN, JA ORLANIN
BODYMODIFIKAATIOTAIDE, SEKA GENESIS P:. ORRIDGEN
JA LADY JAYEN PANDROGENY. PROJECT, JOKA SAT MINUT
KYSYMAAN OMAN & RUUMIINI RAJOJA, POTENTIAALIA JA
T A R p E I i A
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Autoilu luo kapasiteetin ja
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iNnNnostuksen, himon, halun,
Kiivauden ja vauhdin

politiikan kautta.

Testosteroni ci

tee ruumiista
viksiselitteisesti
nNnopeampia tai
wvahvempia, mutta siita
kerrotut sosiaalisesti
hyvaksytyt,
normittuneet ja
ongelmalliset narratiivit VOiIwvat
ailheuttaa kokemuksen
wvoiman lisaantymisesta —
tama koskee seka
testosteronia sisaisesti
tTuottavissa etta sita
ulkoisesti itseensa
annostelevissa
ruuMmiissaa. Kokemus voimmasta
omn puoclestaamn vaistarmatta
Iimkittymnyt neolibexraaliin,
kalpailua yvilapitavaan ja nmnopeutta
ihanmnnoivaan
vihteiskuntajarjestelrmaans S€
essentialisoil
testoruumiita
sopivammaksi
<apitalismiin, joka
Pperustuu maskuliiniselle
voimalle ja vallalle.






Thme car was

After his death, | drive

with my father’s soul. | let

it traverse the world with

the intentions of Mmiine.

When | sit in the car, | feel
Fatther’'s life as a
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Ekologiset prosessit, kiertokulut eliéruumiiden valilla ja kokemukset maailmasta
ot walicsimsst foasiiiiaiisliag - !

Toiset haikailevat saastumattoman, koskemattoman ja puhtaan, kulttuurista
irrotetun luonnon aareen. Toiset puolestaan kieltéavat ilmastonmuutoksen ja
sricas o | isen ja himoavat entista Kilhtyvampé -
I i s a@a @8 m t y m i s e s t a
kerannyt tutkimus, jonka mukaan hormonitoimintaa héiritsevat kemikaalit —
hormonihdiritsijat — voisivat olla vastuussa trans- ja ei-binaaristen
maarittelee hormonihairitsijat ulkoisiksi aineiksi tai seoksiksi, jotka muuttavat

organismeissa, niiden jalkeldisissd tai populaatiocissa (wwo./1Pcs 2002).

IMAGE ID: 170072582
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Strauben tekstissaan esittaman
\' ajatuksen mukaan
Mparistomyrkkyjen uskotaan
vaikuttavan sikion kehittymiseen
tavalla, joka “sotkee” sukupuolen
maaraytymisen prosesseja. Straube
Kirjoittaa, etta han on
tutkimuksissaan kohdannut useaan
otteeseen artikkeleita, joissa
otaksutaan hypoteettisesti
mahdollisia yhteyksia
hormonihairitsijoiden ja
transsukupuolisuuden valilla. Kaikki
tama spekulointi perustuu "aivo-
organisaatioteorian” neurologiseen
koulukuntaan, jossa sukupuolen

ajatellaan muodostuvan f; ..

kOhdUSSa (Straube, forthcomlng

Tutkimusnayttoa
hormonihairitsijoiden
vaikutuksista ihmisyksiloihin
on toistaiseksi vahan.
Tutkimukset kuitenkin
paljastavat tieteilijoiden ja
tehtyjen tutkimusten taustalla
vaikuttavia transfobisia
asenteita: tutkimukset, joissa
transsukupuolisuus liitetaan
perimmaltaan ymparisto-
myrkKyihin, ajautuvat helposti
vaittamaan, etta
transsukupuolisuus itsessaan
olisi jollain tapaa
“epanormaalia” ja

VWM e “myrkyllistd”, Straube

kirjoittaa. (Straube,

B forthcoming.)



Vaikka kaikki tieteen tekijat eivat
kayttaisikaan tyossaan transfobista kielta;
on tutkimus saanut nakyvyytta myos
julkaisuissa, jotka ovat SUORAN
TRANSFOBISIA. Muun muassa
ymparistomyrkkyvahinkoihin urallaan
keskittynyt tutkiva journalisti Eric

Francis kirjoittaa Ecologist-nettilehdessa
seuraavaa: “Kun tiede oli aiemmin
huolissaan ihon mdrkarakkuloista ja
syOvista, nykyaan suurin huolenaihe
saastumisesta on sen vaikutukset

ja tavat, joilla

saastumnen h d marta a
sukupuolten valisia eraja.” Francis

kirjoittaa: «j0s naemme
suupuolakonfrauraotaon muuttuven

colorssa o addrgoattorerssa ja

tiedamme, etta ibmiset ovat alcistuneec
samoille pesuaineille ja yhdisteille jo
vuosia, meilld néyttaisi olevan ongelma.

(kirjoittajan oma kaannos, Francis 200s.)



Francis uskoo, etté “LGBTOAI+ -
liilkkeet” eivit halua tarkastella
ympéristdmyrkkyjen ja queeriyden
suhdetta siksi, ettéd jos tutkinmukset
ympdristdmyrkkyjen vaikutuksista
olisivat oikeassa, ja ympéristo-
myrkyt “siivottaisiin pois’, myds
transsukupuoliset ja homo-
seksuaaliset yksilot hévidisivat
maailmasta. Francisin viite on
lahes liikuttava sen naiiviudessa:
ajatus paluusta kuvitteelliseen,
puhtaaseen alkupisteeseen on
harhaisuudessaan 14hinné
koominen, mutta samalla se on
yksinkertaisuudessaan otollinen
kiinnittdméén monen jo valmiiksi
transfobisen ihmisen huomion.

Francis ﬁiq’oitma artikkelissaan myé’s
transoikeusaktivistista, [ddkdristd ja
kirurgista Dana Beyeristd, joka Sanoo
ﬁormoniﬁdiritszjdicﬂen (y[eisenc’i
Eategoriana) saattavan vaikuttaa
suﬁu}ouofi-icﬁentiteettiin kohdussa
altistumisen kautta, mutta [isdd, ettei tdmd
tieto kerro koko totuutta. Beyer
muistuttaa, ettd transihmisid on ollut
maailmassa jo pag’on ennen kemiallisia
ﬁormoniﬁo’iiritszjéztd. Francis Jouoﬁzstacm
vastaa tdhdn viitteeseen Ei?joittaen, ettd
Beyerin viite “saattaa olla fotta”, mutta
ettei se selitd suﬁu}f)uofen moninaisten
ifmenemismuotojen [iso’ic’intyvéio’i

Frendid’ .

Ajobulesillaan han maalaa
tramsfobisen ja skandaalinhakuisen

tulevaisuudennaleyman: jos koko
ihmiskunta [i’sdémtyvdssd mddrin
tmnssuéujouoﬁstuu, on (oyjoutu[oésena
vakavasti heikentynyt ihmislaji.






TRANSSUKUPUOLSUU

JA ON PATOLOGISOITU

KAUTTA HISTORIAN ERI PAINOTUKSIN. STRAUBE

KIRJOITTAA, ETTA
TRANSSUKUPUOLIGUUTTA

PSYKOLOGISENA JA

KUN AIEMMIN
TULKITTIIN
MIELENTERVEYDELLISENA

HAIRIONA, NYKYAAN TAMAN UUDEN TUTKIMUKSEN
VALOSSAeSIIHEN SUHMUDUTAAR ERAAMLAIGENA
YMPARISROHAIRIONA. HAN JATKAA: “VAITAN, ETTA
TRANSKEHO ON TALLA HETKELLA SEKA
BIOTIETEISSA ETTA POPULAARISSA MEDIASSA

MATERIALISOITU
SAASTUMISEN

(STRAUBE.. FORT}
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Samalla tavalla my6s valtavirtaisessa
ymparistokeskustelussa tilaa saanut,
ekologinen, “vihrea” saasteiden vastainen
diskurssi, omaksuu puhtauteen perustuvaa
retoriikkaa, jossa kemiallisen saastumisen

uskotaan olevan vastuussa “tuonnottisuuden” —
eli nk. luonnollisten ruumiiden, biologioiden,
ekologioiden seka lisaantymisprosessien —
perversiosta tai heikentymisesta

(Di Chiro 2010).

Mediahuomion suuntaaminen ymparistomyrkkyjen
aiheuttamiin sukupuolen ja seksuaalisuuden

“VAARISTYMIIN” on huomion siirtamisen
politiikkaa, joka vie keskustelun kauemmas
ymparistomyrkkyjen ilmastoa, ekosysteemeja,
ihmisten ja muiden elididen elinymparistoja
tuhoavien vaikutusten tarkastelusta.

Autoistumisen myota syntyneiden ymparisto-
myrkkyjen lapaisemat ruumiit eivat ole koskaan
puhtaita, olivat ne fraus tar 2. Inmisyys on kiinni
teknologiassa: olemme haluamattamme aina
suhteessa teknologiaan. “Biologinen” ja
“teknologinen” olemassaolo rakentuvat toistensa
ymparille punoksen lailla, penetroiden ja ulostuen
toinen toisestaan loputtomasti. Kaikki ruumiit ovat
tekno-loopissa, vain eri tavoin, eivatka

transruumiit ole lopulta sen
teknologisempia kuin muutkaan.







Oma maskuliinisuutemij, sen
hahmottaminen, hyvaksyminen
ja lopulta tietoinen raken-
taminen ja yllapitédminen owvat
osaltaan avanneet tapazani
gmmértéé maskuliinisuuden ra-
entumisen mekanismeja, ja si-

té millaisia vélineitd, " praktii-
koita ja teknol@gioita tarvitaan
sukupuoléH performointiin.

RUURIini eletty lihaisa kokemus
myyttuu teknolpgian mydta.
Teknelogia auttgg mimom ela-
maédh js nauttimaan tuesta ko-
kemulkKsesta, ja tdassa historian
ajanjaksossa sukupuoleni
rakentuminen on eréttamatto-
massa suhteessa fossii/ikfgi—
talistiseen tustantoon ja tek-

nologlaan.



RUUMISTA VOI TARKASTELLA
TEKNOLOGISENA RAKENNELMANA,
JOTA MUOKATAAN, VIRITETAAN,

EDITOIDAAN JA LADATAAN. VAIKKA
HEGEMONISESSA SUKUPUOLIKASITYKSESSA
TEKNOLOGIAN JA IHMISRUUMIIN YHDISTAMINEN

LIITETAAN LAHINNA MASKULIINISUUTEEN, E
MASKULIINISUUS KUITENKAAN OLE
ESSENTIAALISESTI SIDOKSISSA

TEKNOLOGIAAN, EIKA
TEKNOLOGIAITSESSAANOLE

MASKULIINISTA. TEKNOLOGIA El
MYOSKAAN ITSESSAAN OLE
PROGRESSIIVISTA. SITA VOIDAAN
KAYTTAA TUHOAMISEEN JA
ALISTAMISEEN. ON KESKEISTA
KYSYA MITEN, KENEN TOIMESTA,
MILLAISIN OLETTAMUKSIN JA
PROJISOINNEIN TEKNOLOGIAA
KAYTETAAN.




Laboria Cuboniksin mukaan teknologian
todellinen emansipatorinen potentiaali et
ole vield paassyt toteutumaan, mutta jos
teknotieteelliset innovaatiok linkitettaisiin
vahvemmin kollektiiviseen, teoreettiseen ja
polilttiseen 3jatteluun, jossa naiset |3
vahemmistot ovat keskelsessa 3semassa,
olisi teknologialia talloin mahdollisuudet
toimia vapauttavana, korjaavana ja ruumiita
elettavammiksi tekevana valineena.
“Biologiseen ruumiiseen tulisi kajota
teknologisesti lisaantymisoikeuden nimissa
i3 elamiskelpoisempien ja sopivampien
sukupuolikokemusten {3
sukupuolittuneiden ruumiillisten
maallmojen luomisen Nimissa’

(Laboria Cuboniks 2018; suom. kir)

Kokemus henkilokohtaisesta suhteestani teknologizan on
monimutkainen, mutta suhdetta mahdollisimman etaalta
analysoiden uskallan vaittaa sen olevan transfeministinen;
ajattelen ruumiini teknologisuutta paivittain, sill3 se on minull

ELINERTO




Koen teknologian mask Soivan
minussa ju.ciii — JOS tassa Iue-

mme maskuliiniseksi tietyt
ﬂjoita

synteettisen testosteronin kayt-
taminen ja ovat
minulle mahdollistaneet. Taman
luennan mukaisesti voin vaittaga,
etta ruumiiseeni on avautunut
“uusia maskuliinisia & =ita, joita
asuttaessa minun on helpompi
e!22 — alemmin koen noiden 2'u

eide olleen
uumiini on muut-

tunut ja saanut synnytettya uudet
alueet teknologian kautta, ja siksi
kutsun niita

uhun niista &'.:~i-
n-, silla koen ruumiini olevan aktii-
visesti paljon muutakin kuin mas-

kuliininen: koen sen myos
dja jo-
t3in ‘ : | : H : .




Vililla en koe tai tunne itsessani
lainkaan maskuliinisuuden tai
feminiinisyyden olemassaoloa —
pikemminkin ne luetaan minuun
ulkoapain - ruumiini vain cuncuu,
(Dinulla on maskuliinisempi olo
testosteronin kiyton mydtd siksi, ectd
minut [uecaan maskuliinisemmaksi kuin
aiemmin, ei siksi ectd olisin
essentiaalisesti sen enempad
maskuliininen tai vihempaai
feminiininen, mita koin olevani ennen.
Ajattelen maskuliinisuuteni olevan
sellaista tekno-trans-maskuliinisuutca,
ioka on berkkiad, mutta vabvaa —
erkkad siksi, ectd ajatrelen berkkyyden
olevan tdrked osa valittdvad ibmisyyctd,
ja tabdon tietoisesti barjoittaa sitd juuri
subteessa maskuliinisuuteen: ja vabvaa
siksi, ectd en koe maskuliinisten alueiden
olevan samalla tavalla ubactuna mici
normaciivinen maskuliinisuus on.




Testosteronikorviaushoito on
minulle ennen kaikkea

HBE =] BN
AlAarnmiatAa
- 111 1 IiI_™SN1 ™M
O B WS B B E HE W N TS
MAI“‘IAII:ALAI A 1
Fr T A0 I Y ¢ W% 0 " d4dY 1IN a4
[Tidl 1UUlISLd '/ .

uumista tulee
muokata, jotta se 1ol

voida paremmin. u skon,
ctta tallaisen halutun ja kaive tun
leknologisen ruumiiseen
Ikajoamisen kautta rakentunt t
maskuliinisuus voi mahdollis :aa

@
nNNnrMal1cta nn1 o _
liAVvillivioLAa ]:}ULL\
AN 10 N "Ql’Tl‘lle‘.’l
VWSl YV LALLE AV AW LA A GALVLT UL L




o= _e o oglaan apailisie,
eesiolckyylista, hormonaallsta Ja

©1 k | S e tn@)lia =
atulee havaltuk31 tiegylla tavalla -

___ trensneskulimisen dwisen joka:
fa1va1sessa-elamassa me ]@u- oo

3!

ffff

e

- )] o e =
.__;_.,l _‘_ ._,.— IT":.:." o S =
A e

: .kletoutunut teknolog" | ,,
syntymastalahtient CIS |hmg1‘;ﬁ_ "
= yllapitavat mask&lp Lmsuutta =

= “-mgos performatuwsuuden
hormomenJa enlalsten

-.-..-—.

;-- 7 ] amnn mallelhm |
s i DT, [y == 1 a5 % Vis Y

qﬂ ntjfhlassafmaarltetyn sulos b

ALY -. g »-{_.f ~§:§-,f"“""’“ g 5 -
puohmerkmnan osaltas oni“als- il

tamatta analysmtava n@)lt raken-

; a”

- 3 ’__

kermkaallen avulla*«, )

_...

‘1.& .".', "'L..

Sea a;f,f-trans ﬂta ymmarrysta sukupuohbmaa

"*"""",4:.':".-

@ = _'
LN fOIMINNAS AR CISKUNIASS A

__e'['[a;ClS‘lhmISlHe

-F_.:.u. v ——



Leikitdan nyt viela hetki
spekulaatiolla, etta olen trans, koska
aitini kohdussa lillvessa ruumiiseeni
on didin ja minut yhdistaneen istukan
mydta kulkeutunut erilaisia
ymparistomyrkkyja ja koska
lapsuudessa join vetta ja kaytin
kosmetiikkaa, jossa oli
G. 9 rmonihairitsijoita. Kuvitellaan, etta
_avtoistumisen mydta, sen kanssa
samalla aikajanalla ja oheistuotteina
syntyneet elimintavat ja saasteet

olisivat aihevttaneet dysforianija —
’rarreen transitiolleg® G
Olen saastunut ja epaluonnollinen,
marginalisoitu tekno-myrkky-mics,
jonka suhde autoon on kuin syklinen
keha: se on patriarkaalisen
fossiilikapitalismin maskuliininen
isahahmo, joka on aihevuttanut
teknotarpeisen ruuwiini. Siihen
hahwmoon myds peilaan
maskuliinisuuttani: ihaillen, inhoten,
kritisoiden ja hammastellen.




LOPULTA MINULLE ON AIVAN
SAMA, MIKSI OLEN TRANS: EN
OLE KIINNOSTUNUT LOYTA-
MAAN SYYTA OMALLE SUKU-
PUOLELLENI. EN OLE KIINNOS-
TUNUT VAITTAMAAN MITAAN
ESSENTIAALISTA
TRANSSUKUPUOLISUUDESTA.
MINULLE. ON AIVAN SAMA
L1 S AANTYYKZC
TRANSSUKUPUOLISTEN MAARA
MAAILMASSA JA MIKSI NIIN KAY




Vlietin auton rakentamista. 10
rakentam|sta | autojen suunnit-

3 aikaan kylmia IVIletm Tostran-
testosteromgeella Ja sen IeV|ttam|sta re|
silleni pamttam parin vuoden aJan
3 u\ tujen pienoismallien tarkaste

\ ‘\ \7 1 _“ \ ‘ H\ \ ‘:_\f—\

ekoa IVI|et|n Sustanon -tes osteronlbljyé,

aake |a testosteroniesteri, jota piikitan
nerseeseeni kuukausittain sairaanhoitajan
avustuksella \ etin autojen suurien
eltiosien muotopuristusta ja leikkausta
Salraanhonaja avaa pakenn ja ampullm
Imee nesteen piikin kautta injektioruis-

kuun, vaihtaa piikin, puhdistaa |hoItan| ple-

nen alueen Ja p|staa p||k|n Ilhaanl
uhans \ cnda. \ dlSld 1y0SSddn, ¢ \ ;

joka on androgeeni- ja anabolinen steroidi-

Mietin itseani kirurgisella osastolla juur
ennen nukutusta, mietin sairaalalamppuja,
Jotka ha|ka|3|vat nakokenttaanl ungon
0sat hits 0isiinsa ja me 0
{ alasia liikutellaan tehtaassa
iastojapitkiny =1} aneste5|alaaketta
hannet osat [a komponentit kiinnitetae
unkoon Mletln skalpelha plhteja kasia,
jotka operowat nilla rintakehaani Ja pois-
tavat lasvaa ja ma|torauhaS|a ihaa Ja
verta. st \\, akasittelye
Sita kuinka Ic :«rw * astetaan useaan
otteeseen, | llisimman
yva ajat en IV||et|n ompelelta
neulaa kumlhanskOJa kipulaakkeita. Mie-
tin kuinka useaan otteeseen kvin sai-
raanhoitajien |a laakarien tarkastettavana,
jotta ruumiini olisi mahdollisimman hyva

elamista varten.
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Auto ei a[e fuonut maailmaan
hyvasyntyista yksiloa Auton [JJS‘Z’/
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Teksti on kirjoitettu yhteistyossa
Remi Vesalan kanssa.

Kiitokset tekstia kommentoineille
Even Minnille, Teo Paaerille ja
Kaino Wennerstrandille.

Tekstin graafisen ilmeen on
suunnitellut Kaino Wennerstrand.
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CAR AND |

The gaze lingers on the car's metallic surface. Fingers caress it.
The fleshy, soft body presses against the metal. At the same time,
the tantalizingly slow fingers caress another human body, its
contours. In the background, a premonitory, enticingly slow music

plays.

The car is an extension of the body, an accessory, and a sex toy
and cyborg-like metallic skin surrounding flesh.

The car symbolizes unfulfilled desire and pleasure, the
unattainability of climax. At the same time, it is also a central
symbol of the binary gender system and the pollutants caused by
humans. Like this confusing fusion, the car encapsulates the
complexity of desire, the pursuit of intense and exhilarating life,
the seeking of pleasure, destruction, and death in one object. The
effects of the car are haunting, arousing, sickening, slowly and
rapidly fatal, invisibly floating in the air, entering the lungs and
bloodstream, and cozing out from within.

This text, too, arises from the car. | see it in my mind as a knot of
interchanges composed of highway ramps, an accelerating
landscape with multiple directions and lanes. | stand in the midst
of that landscape, amidst the noise of highways, and | write.

Over the past two years, | have spent a significant amount of time
exploring desires related to cars and driving. | examine the car as
a birthplace of technosexuality and technocorporeality.

| envision myself driving on the freeway, accelerating as Bon
Jovi's "lt's My Life" plays on the radio. During the chorus, | turn
up the volume and sing along. | AM LIVING TO THE FULLEST. As
the scenery changes, | think that this is it, my life. Four minutes
later, the song ends, and I'm left with an agonizing feeling that life
still goes on, but not in the same rhythm. Why couldn't | extract
all the potential from the song and the moment? The car gives,
but never enough.

In this text, | examine the connections between gender and car
culture, contemplating the masculinizing effects of car culture
both within myself and on a broader social scale. How has my
father, who lived actively through driving, influenced my
perception of masculinity”? And how does my own transmasculine
identity relate to car culture? The disease that killed my father is
also partially present: he died of lung cancer, having inhaled toxins
in various forms throughout his life — diesel oil, asbestos,
construction dust from different materials, and cigarette smoke.

| also inquire into how ecological studies on the effects of
environmental toxins on the gender of organisms can be
integrated into discussions on the relationship between cars and
gender. | follow the path laid out by gender studies professor Eva
Hayward and evolutionary biologist Malin Ah-King (2019), as well
as transgender feminist researcher Wibke Straube (forthcoming). |
find myself asking: why are the potentially queer effects of
environmental toxins seen as more horrifying than their lethal
effects? Why do ideals of a “pure” and technologically untouched
body still dominate the discourse on ecology?

If the car — a technological body that pushes petrochemical toxins
through itself — has influenced the sexual development of my
own body and if technologically produced environmental toxins
have made me transgender, then | am the embodiment of the
technoloop.

This is not petro-nostalgia. This text is my pseudoscientific and
artistic gesture in a world filled with pollution. Although | do feel
nostalgia for the current times and past decades when | think
about the future world, where the human relationship with cars
will inevitably be different from what it was in my youth in the 90s
or even today, nostalgia is not the fuel for this work. The fuel is a
genuine desire for technology, a genuine relationship with my
deceased father and his cars, in which | experienced my most
intimate moments with him, and a genuine relationship with my
own technologically modified transmasculine body. | attempt to
think towards worlds where the relationship with cars is different
than now, where the relationship with technology is something
other than exhilarating and patriarchal, and where the relationship
with pollutants is complex—not longing for purity, imaginary
neutrality, and naturalness.



ON MASCULINITIES

In this text, | repeatedly use the word masculinity referring to three
different concepts of masculinity.

HEGEMONIC MASCULINITY

Manifests in various forms such as misogyny, white supremacy,
ableism, the separation of masculinity from femininity,
heteronormativity, and the valorization of power and rationality.
Hegemonic masculinity is psychologically, historically, materially,
and psychosomatically multi-layered in its production.

Subcategory of Hegemonic Masculinity: PETROMASCULINITY

Emphasizes the historical role of fossil fuels in supporting the
white patriarchal order. It denies climate change and idealizes car
culture and pollution. This current model of petromasculinity
would not exist without fossil capitalism. The binary gender
system as a whole relies on fossil capitalist production and
technology. (Daggett 2018.)

TRANSMASCULINITY

Here, | specifically refer to the masculinity experienced and
performed by individuals assigned female at birth who identify as
transgender. Transmasculinity can also take forms of hegemonic
masculinity.

CAR

The car is desired. The car is desired as an extension of the
body's technology. The car transforms bodies. The car pollutes.
The pollutants end up in human bodies. Bodies want technology
that assists in living with pollutants. Pollutants transform bodies.
Technology transforms bodies into more livable ones. Bodies
want more livable bodies. The cycle gradually repeats itself,
changing.

Car culture* is an activity that actively constructs techno-
genders, techno-subjects, and techno-sexualities.

*| use the word "car culture" with some liberties in terms of what |
think it signifies. | refer to car culture as both driving a car,
refueling a car, being in a car in general, petting, washing, and
admiring a car, engaging in sexual activities in a car, and traveling
in a car as a non-driver, but also being in nature/cultural
environments where the presence of cars permeates the
atmosphere.

Lifestyles, ideals, and norms generated by fossil capitalism and
petro-culture have come to define the evolution of desire and
pleasure-seeking. Technosexual desire directed towards cars is
one area within the ecology of fossil capitalist desire. The cycle of
enthusiasm and frustration that propels fossil capitalism is a
significant aspect of car culture.

Car culture is desired, people grow tired of it, and they want
more. Car culture is addictive.

Car culture has a fast-paced, consumerist rhythm that fuels and
sustains petroleum-based desires for pleasure.



Car culture itself has created a certain type of petrosexual
individual, directly influencing their interests and desires, or at
least serving as a platform for imagining possibilities.
Petrosexuality, as broadly conceived in the artistic and theoretical
work of Madeleine Andersson (2022), refers to a sexuality that is
shaped, formed, and maintained by the culture produced by fossil
fuels.

Desire related to cars and desire generated by cars build both
around the car itself and in direct relation to it. Acts of car culture
fuel desire: acceleration, speed, penetration during refueling,
where the fuel nozzle is inserted deeply into the fill pipe, or
voyeuristic glances through rear view and side mirrors. Touching
various car parts produces haptic pleasure — handbrake, gear
lever, steering wheel, smooth laminated windows. Desire for cars
is charged in different ways — partly directly sexual and partly
latent libidinal. The desire is directed towards the car as both a
sexual object and a facilitator of experiences. The car creates a
sense of agency for the driver, which in turn reinforces self-
esteem. Increased self-esteem can affect sexual desire and the
feeling of sexual capability; the car becomes a sexual exudation
for the driver,

Cars are an architectural part of society; they are both interior and
exterior spaces that create separate living and dwelling capsules
but also shape urban space through movement and parking.

In his book "Pornotopia” (2014), Paul B. Preciado writes that if
one wants to change a man, one must change his home, and if
one wants to shape gender, one must shape the architectural
environment of the body. Cars "transform men" — transform
bodies into technological, cyborg-like, wild (but restrained),
skilled, smooth-moving, petro- and technomasculine entities.

A car is also a pornographic and sexual space. | believe that car-
related sexuality stands out from other forms of sex due to the
historical gendered coding of the car and its cyborg nature. Car
ownership has prosthetic dimensions: the car owner is
contributing to the sexual act happening inside their car even if
they are not physically present; their body extension is involved in
the act.

Gender is actively constructed in relation to car culture. The
gender-coded meanings associated with cars are historically and
politically influenced, encompassing drivers, passengers, oOwners,
and even those who do not own cars. Desires targeted,
marketed, and closely associated with cars create an endless
cycle of desire, consumption, and frustration.

Masculinity in car culture is constructed through the entanglement
of cyborgization, intimacy, flesh and metal, customization, and
acceleration, all immersed in the black oil of fossil fuels.

The masculinizing® impact of car culture is captivating. The car
entices one to embark on an adventure. It embodies the promise
of speed, exhilaration, escapism, “freedom”, and power. It makes
the body strong and capable but is also potentially deadly in an
instant.

*| perceive the masculinizing effect of cars to be pervasive, not
limited to men or those who identify as masculine but also
extending to women, femmes, and those who identify as
feminine, without negating their femininity through the
masculinizing force of cars. Instead, | believe that masculinization
occurs regardless of individual experience because car culture is
so deeply encoded as masculine.

In a binary culture, gender and sexuality are closely intertwined
with the manufacturing processes of cars and with the
performance of gender connected to oil trade and capitalist
production.



| view the car as a symbol of body modification and the
construction of gender. It is an addition to a finite body. Similarly, |
consider transitions and other body modifications and body-
altering procedures as additions or edits to a finite body or limited
biology. Hormone replacement therapy and surgical transition,
technologically produced, edited, modified, developed, and
designed for my body and gender, provide me with a similar
sense of capability as driving a car.

The fluids in cars are linked to oil politics through petrochemical
production. | contemplate the car in relation to my own
technologically assisted transition, where the plastic materiality of
my body changes through testosterone. Sustanon, the synthetic
testosterone | inject monthly, is tied to the same petrochemical
production structures.

| applied testosterone gel to my skin for the first time on August 8,
2019. On that day, | wrote the following sentences in my diary:

It’s 13:32. I'm standing in front of the mirror in the bathroom with
an opened tube of Testim in my hand. A drop of clear, noxious-
smelling gel oozes out from the small opening of the tube. | look
at the drop in horror and awe. Mostly horror, though.

M says it's maybe one twentieth of the tube's content. It's
enough for me today. | take the drop on the middle finger of my
right hand and quickly spread it on the outer side of my left
forearm, precisely on the other side of where the Nexplanon
implant used to be under my skin. My hand is a testing ground for
hormones. This time, I'm the one administering my dose and
keeping track of what the experiment does to me.

| still smell the scent of the gel. | feel nervous. It's not so much
about whether | dare to stop using the gel when | want to, but
rather the fact that there is something new in my body. | think
about walking on the city streets, | think about the smog hovering
over Los Angeles that | saw from the hills of the Getty Museum on
a clear sunny day. The cloud was like a mountain. | ponder
inhaling pollutants and the body's vulnerability in any place. | think
that this is not a distinct process, nothing stranger or scarier.

The gel gradually dries on my skin. | imagine feeling a burning
sensation, | imagine microscopically sensing how it absorbs
through my pores and infiltrates my bloodstream.

How many red blood cells do | have? | need to get blood tests. |
wonder, what if my psyche and mental health actually need this?
How would it feel to be on testosterone for my entire life”? How
would | look?

What kind of project is this? Is it art or life, the restoration of body
image, self-realization, or chaos? | bring myself back to memories
of my teenage years and let go.



Hormone replacement therapy has been both essential and an
experiment for me. My relationship with my body has always been
curious in a way that I've wanted to change and modify it. Partly,
behind that desire, there may be dysphoria or dysmorphia, but
there's more to it; the desire to become different, the desire to
edit and test the potential of the body is exciting and invigorating
forme — asitis.

| remember the first time | saw Marilyn Manson's music video for
"The Dope Show" in 1998 when | was 8 years old. | was
bewildered, experiencing a mix of fear and excitement from the
body modifications portrayed in Manson's video that | haven't
forgotten to this day. Later on, my excitement was fueled by
Stelarc's and Orlan's body modification art, as well as Genesis P.
Orridge and Lady Jaye's Pandrogeny Project, which made me
question the limits, potential, and needs of my own body.

Driving a car creates a sense of capacity and agency, similar to
self-administered hormone medication. The gender-producing
characteristics of cars are linked to testosterone, as both cars
and testosterone are thought to masculinize the body. In a
pharmapornographic society (Preciado 2013), the fluids of cars,
bodily fluids, and synthetically produced testosterone are all
interconnected through the politics of sexual arousal, excitement,
desire, passion, fervor, and speed.

Testosterone doesn't straightforwardly make the body faster or
stronger, but the socially accepted, normalized, and problematic
narratives surrounding it can create an experience of increased
power. This applies to bodies that internally produce testosterone
as well as those externally administering it to themselves. The
experience of power is inevitably linked to the neoliberal,
competition-maintaining, and speed-glorifying social system. It
essentializes testosterone bodies as more suitable for capitalism,
which is based on masculine power and dominance.

Transmasculine bodies inevitably reflect themselves in those
models of masculinity that we have learned and grown up with. |
think my father taught me something about petromasculinity. His
work was intertwined with building materials, some of which are
directly derived from oil, and all of which require the use of fossil
fuels for production. My father's relationship with cars was also
petromasculine, based on the cyborg-like connection between
man and machine. He didn't want to drive automated cars;
manual control — the ability for my father to personally steer the
car, to become one with its movements — was important to him.

The car was my father's technologically produced extension of his
soul. The car gave meaning to my father's life — as a companion,
as a prosthetic aid for expressing emotions and attachment, and
as a home.

After his death, | drive with my father's soul. | let it traverse the
world with my intentions. When | sit in the car, | feel closer to him
than | ever did before. | enter his soul and he enters mine. His
spirit takes hold of my body in the form of memories and visions,
like the Holy Spirit; he establishes himself within me. My flesh
transforms into the contours of his soul.



ENVIRONMENTAL TOXINS

Ecological processes, the circulation of organisms, and
experiences of the world have been affected by the environmental
toxins generated by fossil capitalism. Everyone is caught in the
cycle of chemicals and pollutants, whether they want to be or not.

Some long for an unpolluted, untouched, and culturally detached
nature. Others, on the other hand, deny the progression of
climate change and environmental destruction, and crave even
more accelerated pollution. Both of these one-dimensional, eco-
fascist, petromasculine and normative discourses are united by a
fear of the increasing presence of transgender bodies.

Wibke Straube writes in their forthcoming article "Endocrine-
Disrupting Chemicals and Gender Dysphoria" that recent research
in the life sciences has garnered interest in the idea that
endocrine-disrupting chemicals, or hormone disruptors, could be
responsible for the increasing prevalence of transgender and non-
binary individuals in the world. The World Health Organization
(WHO) defines hormone disruptors as external substances or
mixtures that alter the hormone function of organisms and cause
adverse health effects in healthy organisms, their offspring, or
populations (WHO/IPCS 2002).

According to Straube's argument, it is believed that environmental
toxins can affect fetal development in a way that “disrupts” the
processes of sex determination. Straube writes that in their
research, they have repeatedly come across articles that
hypothetically suggest possible connections between hormone
disruptors and transgender identities. All this speculation is based
on the "brain-organizational theory" neurological school of
thought, which posits that gender formation occurs in the womb
(Straube, forthcoming).

There is currently limited research evidence regarding the effects
of hormone disruptors on individuals. However, studies reveal the
underlying transphobic attitudes of scientists in the research
conducted: studies that ultimately link transgender identities to
environmental toxins tend to imply that transgender identity itself
is somehow "abnormal" and "toxic," as Straube writes (Straube,
forthcoming).

While not all scientists use transphobic language in their work,
this research has also gained visibility in publications that are
openly transphobic. Investigative journalist Eric Francis, who has
focused his career on environmental toxin damage, writes the
following in Ecologist online magazine: "Whereas once science
worried about skin pustules and cancer, today the main concerns
about pollution are its effects on sex hormones, and the way they
blur the distinctions between the genders." Referring to Monona
Rossol, Francis writes that if we see sex configurations changing
in fish and alligators and we know that “...people have been
exposed to the same detergents and compounds for years, we
seem to have an issue” (Francis 2008).

Francis believes that "LGBTQAI+ movements" do not want to
examine the relationship between environmental toxins and
queerness because if research on the effects of environmental
toxins were correct, and the toxins were "cleaned up,"
transgender and homosexual individuals would also disappear
from the world. Francis's claim is almost touching in its naivety:
the idea of returning to an imaginary, pristine starting point is
delusional and comical, but at the same time, it is simplistic and
appealing to the attention of many individuals who are already
transphobic.



Francis also writes in his article about transgender rights activist,
physician, and surgeon Dana Beyer, who suggests that hormone
disruptors (as a general category) may influence gender identity
through exposure in the womb but adds that this information
does not tell the whole truth. Beyer reminds us that transgender
individuals have existed in the world long before chemical
hormone disruptors. In response to this claim, Francis writes that
Beyer's assertion "may be true," but it does not explain the
increasing "trend" of diverse gender expressions. With his
thoughts, he paints a transphobic and sensationalist vision of the
future: “If a whole population is increasingly affected to the point
of increasing transgenderism in many people, then the ultimate
result is a severely weakened species, reproductively speaking.”
(Francis 2008).

The petromasculine concern about transgender identities is
intertwined with all of this in a peculiar way: petromasculine
individuals do not believe in climate change, and it is important for
them to continue to reinforce pollution, even derive pleasure from
it. However, at the same time, they are horrified by the existence
and potential growth of transgender individuals or any form of
queerness.

Throughout history, transgender identities have been pathologized
with various emphases. Straube writes that while transgender
identity was previously interpreted as a psychological and mental
disorder, in light of this new research, it is viewed as a form of
environmental disorder. They continue, "l will argue here that the
trans body is currently, in both life sciences and popular media,
materialized as a molecular site of petrochemical pollution, and as
such is dismissed as an environmentally contaminated body"
(Straube, forthcoming).

Both petromasculine and eco-normative perspectives can be
traced back to eugenic undertones. Francis's language also
arises from this eugenic and novel eco-normative cis-
heterosexism. Sir Francis Galton coined the concept of eugenics
in 1883 from the Greek word "well-born" (English, 2016). The
word itself is inherently essentialist, based on birth, origin, and an
imaginary pristine "goodness." The eugenic cis-normative
language used to discuss gender in both popular and scientific
discourses paints an idealized picture of an original and proper
binary, where bodies that deviate in any way are somehow
unnatural and deviate from "good birth."

Similarly, the dominant ecological "green" discourse that has
gained space in environmental discussions adopts rhetoric based
on purity, where chemical pollution is believed to be responsible
for the perversion or deterioration of "naturalness” —i.e., so-called
natural bodies, biologies, ecologies, and reproductive processes
(Di Chiro 2010).

Directing media attention towards the "distortions" of gender and
sexuality caused by environmental toxins is a politics of shifting
focus that takes the discussion further away from examining the
effects of environmental toxins on the climate, ecosystems, and
the habitats of humans and other organisms.

Bodies permeated by environmental toxins resulting from car
culture are never pure, whether they are trans or not. Humanity is
intertwined with technology: we are always, albeit unintentionally,
in relation to technology. "Biological" and "technological
existence build upon each other like an intertwining fabric,
penetrating and emanating from one another endlessly. All bodies
are in a techno-loop, just in different ways, and transgender
bodies are ultimately no more technological than any others.



TECHNO-TRANS-MASCULINITY

Archetypes and stereotypes of masculinity emerge as opposites
to femininity and are associated with a defined and tightly sealed
form of manhood that is a limited space for any individual man to
live in.

Understanding, accepting, consciously constructing, and
maintaining my own masculinity have helped me to grasp the
mechanisms of masculinity formation as well as the tools,
practices, and technologies needed for gender performance.

Through technology, my lived embodied experience undergoes
transformation. Technology assists me in living and enjoying that
experience and, in this era of history, the construction of my
gender is inseparable from fossil capitalist production and
technology.

The body can be viewed as a technological construct that is
shaped, tuned, edited, and uploaded. While in hegemonic gender
discourse, the association of technology with the human body is
primarily linked to masculinity, masculinity is not inherently tied to
technology, and technology itself is not masculine. Technology is
also not inherently progressive; it can be used for destruction and
subjugation. It is crucial to ask how, by whom, with what
assumptions and projections technology is being used.

| want to consider the relationship between future technology and
the body from a gender-abolitionist perspective, like the
xenofeminists. The xenofeminist collective Laboria Cuboniks
writes on their website that gender abolitionism means desiring to
build a society where the traits that have been gendered in this
era are no longer seen as a coordinate system for asymmetrical
exercise of power. They write that technology’s task must be to
design technologies to combat the unequal access to
reproductive and pharmacological tools (Laboria Cuboniks 2018).

According to Laboria Cuboniks, the true emancipatory potential of
technology has yet to be realized, but if technoscientific
innovations were more strongly linked to collective, theoretical,
and political thinking where women and minorities occupy central
positions, technology would then have the potential to act as a
liberating, corrective, and body-enhancing tool. "The biological
body should be technologically touched upon in the name of
reproductional justice and in the name of creating more livable
and adequate gender expressions and gendered bodily realms.”
(Laboria Cuboniks 2018).

The experience of my personal relationship with technology is
complex, but analyzing it from a distance, | dare to claim it as
transfeminist: | think about the technologization of my body daily
because it is vital to my existence.

| perceive technology as masculinizing something within me — if
we consider certain physical features and vocal patterns as
masculine, which the use of synthetic testosterone and plastic
surgery have made possible for me. According to this
interpretation, | can argue that new masculine territories have
opened up in my body, making it easier for me to live; previously, |
felt that these territories were unsuitable for flourishing. Through
technology, my body has transformed and generated new
territories, and that's why | refer to them as techno-trans-
masculine territories. | use the term "territories" because |
perceive my body as actively embodying much more than just
masculinity: | also experience it as actively feminine and
something completely different, unrecognizable to myself. At
times, | don't perceive or feel the existence of masculinity or
femininity within me at all. Rather, they are read onto me from the
outside — my body just is. | feel more masculine due to
testosterone use because | am perceived as more masculine than
before, not because | am inherently more masculine or less
feminine than | used to be. | consider my masculinity to be a form
of techno-trans-masculinity that is sensitive but strong —
sensitive because | believe sensitivity is an important part of
compassionate humanity, and | consciously practice it in relation
to masculinity, and strong because | don't perceive my masculine
territories being as threatened as normative masculinity.



For me, testosterone replacement therapy is primarily about
enabling life; the body needs to be shaped and edited in order to
thrive. | believe that masculinity constructed through desired and
sought-after technological intervention in the body can enable
experiences of masculinity that deviate from norms.

The relationship between transmasculinity and technology is
embodied, molecular, hormonal, and performative — it is linked to
the fields of medicine, cosmetics, culture, and fashion. Similarly,
cisgender people's lives are intertwined with technology from
birth. Cisgender individuals also maintain masculinity through
performance, hormones, and various chemicals. Practices that
reinforce gender are often similar for both trans and cis
individuals. However, what sets transmasculinity apart from cis
masculinity is how technology becomes noticeable in certain
ways in the everyday life of a transmasculine person. When you
have to construct your identity externally, materially, and mentally
in relation to societal models that do not align with the gender you
were assigned at birth, it is inevitable to analyze those
construction methods. Understanding the immense effort required
to maintain masculinity can increase understanding of the
functioning of the gender binary in society.

Now, let's still speculate for a moment that | am trans because
while floating in my mother's womb, various environmental toxins
were transferred to my body through the placenta connecting me
and my mother, and because during childhood, | drank water and
used cosmetics containing hormone disruptors. Let's imagine
that the habits and pollutants that emerged alongside the rise of
car culture, on the same timeline, caused my dysphoria and the
need for a technologically assisted transition. | am polluted and
unnatural, a marginalized techno-toxicological-man, whose
relationship with the car is like a looping cycle: it represents the
patriarchal fossil capitalist masculine figure that has caused my
techno-dependent body. | also reflect my masculinity onto that
figure: admiring, loathing, critiquing, and marveling at it.

In the end, | don't care why I'm transgender. I'm not interested in
finding a reason for my own gender. I'm not interested in asserting
anything essential about transness. It doesn't matter to me
whether the number of transgender people in the world increases
and why it happens if it does.

If being exposed to chemicals and pollutants was the foundation
of my transness, | want to make peace with it. Giovanna Di Chiro
reminds us that a queer body "...can be reclaimed and refigured
as home — that desired place of connectedness, family, and well-
being — with full realization that the body/home is sometimes the
site of exposure to just the opposite: abuse, hunger, polluted
water, and air" (Di Chiro 2010). Technology is one way to facilitate
this process of re-homing the body, constructing a home, and
self-determination of the body.



| think about building a car. | think about building a body. | think
about designers working on cars, searching for the perfect shape
that attracts and captivates, that gives you goosebumps. | think
about applying Tostran testosterone gel to my thighs every day for
a couple of years. | think about examining 3D-printed models,
cleaning composite parts, and making molds. | think about
Sustanon testosterone oil, an androgen and anabolic steroid
medication, and a testosterone ester that | inject into my buttocks
monthly with the assistance of a nurse. | think about the mass
molding and cutting of large car body parts. The nurse opens the
package and the ampoule, draws the liquid into the syringe
through the needle, changes the needle, cleans a small area of
my skin, and injects the needle into my flesh. | think about the
thousands of factory workers in their jobs, protective gear, and
tools. | think about myself in the surgical ward just before
anesthesia, thinking about the hospital lamps that dazzle my field
of vision. Body parts are welded together, metal is shaped, and
pieces are moved along assembly lines in the factory. | think
about the anesthetic. Thousands of parts and components are
attached to the car frame. | think about the scalpel, the forceps —
hands that operate on my chest, removing fat and mammary
glands, flesh and blood. | think about painting and finishing, how
the final result is inspected multiple times to make the car as
good as possible for driving. | think about stitches, needles,
rubber gloves, and painkillers. | think about how many times |
visited nurses and doctors for examinations, so that my body
would be as good as possible for living.

| get in the car, not to drive, but to touch it. | stroke my skin and
run my fingers along the scar tissue on my chest.

The car hasn't brought a well-born individual into the world. The
children of the car are not pure or immaculate. They don't believe
in normalcy, they are neither natural nor technologically
untouched. They are permeated by petrochemical, technologically
produced pollution, their desire is directed toward technology,
toward the source of their existence. They embody the
technoloop.

In the end, maybe we are the same. Me and the car.

This text is written in collaboration with Remi Vesala.

Thanks to Even Minni, Teo Paaer, and Kaino Wennerstrand for
their comments on the text.

The graphic design of the text is done by Kaino Wennerstrand*

*but like I only had time for the Finnish version...sorry for the Helvetica, babes
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